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39 CFR Ch. I (7–1–16 Edition) § 958.19 

the party files a request for an exten-
sion within the initial 30-day period 
and demonstrates good cause for such 
extension. 

(1) The Notice of Appeal must be ac-
companied by a written brief speci-
fying the party’s exceptions, and any 
reasons for such exceptions, to the Pre-
siding Officer’s Initial Decision. 

(2) Within 30 days of receiving the 
party’s brief, the opposing party may 
file with the Judicial Officer a response 
to the specified exceptions to the Pre-
siding Officer’s Initial Decision. 

(b) Form of review. Review by the Ju-
dicial Officer will be based entirely on 
the record and written submissions. 

(1) The Judicial Officer may affirm, 
reduce, reverse, or remand any deter-
mination about a penalty or assess-
ment by the Presiding Officer. 

(2) The Judicial Officer shall not con-
sider any argument or objection that 
was not raised in the hearing unless 
the interested party demonstrates that 
the failure to raise the argument or ob-
jection before the Presiding Officer was 
caused by extraordinary cir-
cumstances. 

(3) If any party demonstrates to the 
satisfaction of the Judicial Officer that 
additional evidence not presented at 
the hearing is material and that there 
were reasonable grounds for the failure 
to present such evidence, the Judicial 
Officer may remand the matter to the 
Presiding Officer for consideration of 
such additional evidence. 

(c) Decision of Judicial Officer. The Ju-
dicial Officer shall promptly serve each 
party to the appeal with a copy of his 
or her decision. The decision of the Ju-
dicial Officer constitutes final agency 
action and becomes final and binding 
on the parties. 

§ 958.19 Form and filing of documents. 

(a) Every pleading filed in a pro-
ceeding under this part must contain a 
caption setting forth the title of the 
action, the docket number (after as-
signment by the Recorder), an accurate 
designation of the document, and the 
name, address, and telephone number 
of the party on whose behalf the paper 
was filed. It shall also be signed by the 
party or party representative submit-
ting the document. 

(b) The original and three copies of 
all pleadings and documents in a pro-
ceeding conducted under this part shall 
be filed with the Recorder, Judicial Of-
ficer Department, United States Postal 
Service, 2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 
600, Arlington, Virginia 22201–3078. Nor-
mal Recorder business hours are be-
tween 8:15 a.m. and 4:45 p.m., eastern 
standard or daylight saving time. The 
Recorder will transmit a copy of each 
document filed to the other party, and 
the original to the Presiding Officer. 

(c) Pleadings or other document 
transmittals to, or communications 
with, the Postal Service, other than to 
the Recorder under paragraph (a) of 
this section, shall be made through the 
Determining Official or designated 
Postal Service attorney. If a notice of 
appearance by a representative is filed 
on behalf of the respondent, pleadings 
or document transmittals to, or com-
munications with, the respondent shall 
be made through his or her representa-
tive. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 40193, June 
21, 2016, § 958.19 was amended by revising 
paragraph (b), effective July 21, 2016. For the 
convenience of the user, the revised text is 
set forth as follows: 

§ 958.19 Form and Filing of documents. 

* * * * * 

(b) All pleadings and documents required 
under this part must be filed using the Judi-
cial Officer electronic filing system unless 
the presiding officer permits otherwise. The 
Judicial Officer electronic filing system Web 
site is accessible 24 hours a day at https:// 
uspsjoe.justware.com/justiceweb. Documents 
submitted using the electronic filing system 
are considered filed as of the date/time 
(Eastern Time) reflected in the system. Doc-
uments mailed to the Recorder are consid-
ered filed on the date mailed as evidenced by 
a United States Postal Service postmark. 
Filings by any other means are considered 
filed upon receipt by the Recorder of a com-
plete copy of the filing during normal busi-
ness hours. Normal business hours are be-
tween 8:45 a.m. and 4:45 p.m. (Eastern Time), 
Monday through Friday except holidays. 

* * * * * 

§ 958.20 Service of notice of docketing 
and hearing, other documents. 

Unless otherwise specified, service of 
a Notice of Docketing and Hearing or 
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